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Friedrich Nietzsche's seminal study of classical Greek literary tradition, The
Birth of Tragedy (1872) doesnot need introduction for most Western
readers.However, its importance for the oriental audience, especially Urdu
reader as in our case, is yet to be established. Since the Urdu literary tradition
has experienced the advent of modernity in early last century and then
post-modernity quite recently, a novel preliminary study like this seems timely.
Nietzsche's intricately layered text attempts literary theorization from a three
dimensional standpoint drawing equally from Greek tradition, music and
philosophy, and therefore, is impossible to review and analyze in Urdu without
some essential compromises due to our inabilities to fully assimilate aesthetic
experience, which at least in its manifested outlines, is essentially European.
Therefore, following study does not propose an objective framework but is only
aimed at presenting a preliminary sketch of Nietzschean reading of Greek
Tragedy for an Urdu reader. We believe that such a sketch can be used as a
launching-pad to explore new ways for looking at contemporary oriental
psychologies, which are no more bounded by specifically traditional or

modern-progressive literary traditions but are inherently hybrid.
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